THE  TRACEDT OF RAMSAT MACDONALD
In the brilliant sunshine of a summer day, MacDonald's
walk from Downing Street to the Foreign Office was like a royal
progress. When he is seen at the door of the great little house
the crowd of pressmen and sightseers greet his appearance with
a loud cheer that echoes down the narrow street. He pauses
on the step, lets his eyes gaze over the throng, poses and smiles
as a score of cameras click. He passes through the archway.
One cameraman after another leaps before him, twists round
to face him, squints through the lens, clicks, and jumps side-
ways. He reaches the Foreign Office steps and turns to pose
for more photographs. A microphone is brought forward.
6 Will you say a few words, Mr. Prime Minister/ pleads a
cinema-camera operator. He smiles protestingly as'one who
would deprecate so much attention and speaks a few platitudes.
The photographer takes off his hat politely, as he thanks the
Prime Minister.
The Seven Power Conference was a failure from the start.
In the first place, it was a mistake to hold it in London. The
Conference was to have been the grand finale of weeks of
negotiations. In Berlin, in Paris, and in London, there had
been discussions on the question of saving Germany. Everyone
knew that France and France alone could end the deadlock.
France had to be won over, and, therefore, the Conference
should have been held in Paris. While M. Laval was in
London, he was out of touch with his advisers ; he could not
consult with his base. He knew he was being watched with
suspicion and misgiving. If concession and conciliation were
to be obtained from France there was infinitely more chance
of getting them in Paris than in London.
MacDonald was determined that the Conference should be
held in London. Held in the greatest city in the world, it gave
an incomparable opportunity for advertisement. These wise
men were coming to consult with the British Premier. If the
art of publicity consists in the dropping of a pebble in the pool
every day, this was a boulder. That the Conference should
succeed was of secondary importance. To him, provided that
he got a conspicuous place behind the band, the grand parade
counted more than the circus.
Another element which must have affected the success of
the Conference was the fact that it was held in secret. The
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